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CHAIC TO 212

WE HAVE JUET PO"PLVT D 3 HOPR,, 5% WMINUTE ﬂrsFIow wITq B
PRESIRENT THIEU aMD HIS NATIONAL STCUPITY COUMCIL, INCL™DING -
VICE PRESIDENT HI'OMG, PRIMECMINISTER YHIEM, FOPEICN MIMISTER

~LAM, FOREICN POLICY ASSISTANMNT DUC, ANMD QDWCY”L ASSISTANT
NHa, IT vpAS VERY APPARENT TQ DH”"“” AND MY“FL“ AS WE
APPDD“CFVD THE PALACE THAT A MAJOR CONFPONTATION WAS IN THE
OFFING, TRAFFIC HAD APPARENTLY REEN STOPPED FOP SOME TIME. AND
AS WE ENTERED THE PALACE THERE WAS CLEAR ETYIDEMCE OF AN AT-
MOGPHERE OF CRISIS. VHEN RIUMVEP AND T WERE CALLED TO THE . N
PRESIDIMT'S OFFICE, WE WERE INSTEAD HSHEPED STRAIGHT TO THS : 4
COMPFERENMNAE Q00M m_g:-pp THE NATIOMNAL SECIRITY J‘O””("IL wAg IN
MAITING THIED INTRODUCED THE MEETING IN VIETNAMEST WITH '
MHA ETANDING AT A CHALY BOAPD AND SERVING A8 TPANSLATOPR, -
THIED STATED THAT HE WISHED TO MAYE & PRESENTATION TO ME '
C O AND AMBRASEADQOR RBUMYER MHICH VaULD COVER TOMR TTEMS: (1) THF
— BYN l!NDC‘QQTpMDTPC OF TH¥ T“OF’TH \/Tr"["\mh't':cﬁ' CC‘p]‘r:'MQE‘p o8 Dpo..
POSAL, (2) THE CUM ASSESSYENT OF THIS PRQPOSAL, (3) THE
™0 .8, COUNTER PROPOSALS AND THEIR VﬁPIANTq (4) THE GYN
Aqus m- MTS OF THV_SE PROPOSALS. , N

“IT WAS FVIQENT FROM THE ONTQET T{Al WE WEPE BFINC POM-
FRONTED BY SOLID, UNIFIED GVUN OPPOSITION TO I'.S. COUNTER
PDOP0°ﬂLS. HOWEVER DUPING THE PFPIOD THAT FOLLOYED IT
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WAS EVIDENT THAT THEIP PEAL HANSI'® ©Ag COMBLETELY FOCIEoTh
on wwr_ro"uo"xTron OF THE GNP oD THT FaCT THAT THE NTTED
STATES MOVED IN THE FACKE OF THRIR OPPOSTTION TO APTICPLATE
ITS COMPOSITION AT THE CEPTSMARR 15 PADIS SFERION, ALL OF
THIS DECAME VERY CLEAR AS NHA WENT TUPQ:#Y A NETATLED EXPLANATTOM
or TH‘F OP(‘AM]‘?’ATIDNAL MDF»“A“!"T"”'"“TC! UTC"HL]’?"‘F\ HH")C’P THE MORTY
VITTMAVECE AMD THE 1,5, COUNTER PPODRCs] S, THZ MAIN QRUY OF
THIF‘H'S {\P"‘HME\?TC} {.‘!“DF‘ T}.h\"l‘ Hl{T!F '{‘”"" "‘(\U"‘p‘. H"I' OF‘ K\]ATIQMA}
.CO\T(‘QP{) (r_'.’ « = m\m) E‘[!Mf‘“’[‘IOMFD oM TH‘" T"'"’TM("TI")'" UF‘ I'M(\"‘IMITY
IT h.u: M""UFPT}JE‘LE‘SF r‘Op‘dr)!:'r) O /\“ ADRTTRDADY TUoEw DI\DT‘{
CRITERION WHICH IN MO WAY nONFORWED TG THT EXISTIND POLITICAL
REALITIFES "IN SOUTH UIETNAM, - -

 PPESIDENT THIER POINTED ONT THAT !'™DER THIS CONEEPT A
STALEMATE wOULD BESULT AND CULYINATE IM HIS PEMOVAL AND TN
THE 'LTIMATE COLLAPSE OF THE GOUERNYEMT OF SOUTH VIETNAM
BECAUSE IN THE FIMAL ANALYSIS, HE AND THE GUN MUST BECOMT
THE OBSTACLE TO THE REALIZATION ON THE -ARRANCE¥ENTS THAT

 HAD BEFN AGREED TO. THIEU ALSO COMPLAINED THAT DESPITF YOnR

CASSURANCES TO HIM DURING YOUR VISIT IN AVGUST THAT YOU wOULD
ASY MO MORE CONCE”SIOMV, YOU PROCEEDED TO GO REYOND THESE
ASSHPANCES, THRY VERE APPARENTLY U'PSET AT THE REJECTION OF
TH[‘IQ ’)6 I\U{"HQT M‘:‘MOO!}M"\HM, "}HT F‘\]{"’PV MOD“' DIQTHDPFD ﬂ‘{ O{fp

INILATERAL ACTION OM SEPTE¥REP 15, THIFI' STATED THAT THE
CONSTITI'ENT ASSEMBLY AMOUNTED TO THE Ivnochto" OF A NEV
FORM OF PARLIAMENTARY SYSTE™ FOR VIETNaM,

CEND PAGE TWO

. .\l_‘:“ o k “"“r_.. T W

No Objection to Declassification in Full 2010/11/30 : LOC-HAK-490-8-4-5

- .‘”f ‘.“. * . . ! [
. . . ’

T x . X

La .



_ "“7“ Mﬁ, ~ No Objection to Declassification in Full 2010/11/30 : LOC-HAK-490-8-4-5

L )

. A

TOP SFCPET/SENSITIVE =~ -

EYCLUSTVELY EYEES ONLY : -3~

FIMALLY, HE COMPLAINED STTTERLY TMAT DEEPITE YOUR AGCUR-
| AMQES MITH RESPECT TO THE SECRECY OF THE PaRIS TaL¥s, THE
MAPTH UIETHAMTIGR HAD PPRLICLY PEVEALTED THT BASIC CHapACTER
OF THY COUERNUENT UMDER DIEOUESTON, THITH COMPLATNED THAT THE
FOENCE AMD THT NOPTH VIETMAXEST ARF nOLLIDING TO PREESURE THE
IMITTN STATES TO ACCEPT THE TUREE PART GOURSMEENT, HE HIGH-
LICHTEN €PERIFICALLY THE PEFERENCE IM POMPIRON'S PRESS COM-
FEPTNCE TO THE FACT THAT THT 11,8, AMD HANQD wER¥ MO | ONEER
RICAUEETIC PRINCIPLES RUT THE APPLICATION OF FRIMCIPLES, -
ANR N THAT THRPE APE THPEE INTERTET eROUPS IM SOUTH VIDT-
CMAM THAT MUST 3E ACCOMMCDATED.

THIEY wa§ JOINED BY EACH MEMBER OF THT MATIONAL SECTRITY
cOUNCIL WHO ATTACYED EVERY ASPECT OF THE NOPTH VIETVAMTEE
So0POGAL OR M.S. COUNTER PPOPOSAL, HOWEUER, THE MOST SERIONS
0PPOSITION INVUOLVED THE TRIPAPTITE CHARAGTR® OF THL COMMITTEE.

{ PATMETAYINGLY COMVERED EACH AND EVESY £SPECT OF THR RATIONALE
| wm'grécﬁségg”iﬁ LASHINGTOM AND CLEAPLY LEFT THE FIPM TNDICATION
TUAT A FINDAMENTAL REAPPRAISAL wOULD RISILT FROM SAICON'S FaTl-
eE NOT OMLY TO PROVIDE uS WITH A E€PECIFIC COUNTER PROPOSAL |
AUT ALS0 IN EFFECT TO PEFUSE TO EVEN CIVEM US SPECIFIC COMMENTS
oM THE BEMAINING 1# POINTS. I ENPHASIZED THAT PRESIDENT NIXON
MOULD VIEW THIS AS A MATTSER OF THE UTHOST GRAVITY WHICH COULD.
NOT EUT JEGPAPDIZE THE WHOLE CHARACTER OF OL® FUTURE PELATION
| SHIPS. AFTEP # LENGTHLY COUNTEP-ATTACY BY ME, THE SESSION BECAWE
. WICHLY CHASGED AND EMOTIONMAL MITH THIEY 1IN TEARS THROUGH MuCH
. OF ITS DURATION® I NSED JU'ST aBOUT EVERY ARCUMENT CONCEIVABLE

ENMD PACE THREE
TOP €ECRET/SEMSITIVE , SR L - rrhvaf
 EXCLBGIVELY EYES ONLY o L ‘ EEBZE e
I L : FAPAT AT o
SRy ereren erveormee. 0 Eaudo oo o
SRS .ﬁ E”_‘\ "f"-“'?f“_?’:’f‘.'-,.;'? ‘ﬁ-‘i“;‘z‘;‘«.igﬂ%‘: 1 T el
o ' 'ﬁ" A JENREE. 2 I . LY : ' x

. No Objection to Declassification in Full 201‘0/1 1/30 : LOC-HAK-490-8-4-5




" No Objection to Declassification in Fuli 2010/11/30 : LOC-HAK-49078-4-5 (X

B e | ,

v - R e '
: T T

. v oo LI 3
)'- [ 'l"n“l ‘!l‘: \u..."',:g ‘:353E

o ‘ TOP EECPET/SFNGITIVE
EYCLVUSIURLY TYES oMLY - -4-

IM AN TFFORT TO MOUS THIEN AMD HYIC ASSOATATRE, TH TUW FIMa
AMAL VETCLTAWITI CTATSN THAT HY OULn MOT SERYR a¢ PREIIDEMNT
OF oo UISTHMA AND ANCHTIRGCE IM-ACCRETING 11,8, PPOPOSALE
CMHUCU D QUL YORESTL TN TUHRE OCLL APPSR OF HIS COVYEPNMENT
AT COTTRIRDTE TO THE RIALIZATION OF Ha¥OI* & ORJECTIVIS.

M TUT WANTNO MOMTNTS QOF ALMDST A FTOUR HONR SRSSION, I

AGVED THIEN WHAT PREGISTLY HE WANTED ME TO TELL PRESIDENT .

MIXOM, THIE!Y STATED HE P&h PREPAPED A MEMOPANDINM WHICH HE
THEY HQHDED‘ME AMD ADDED THMAT MT WOULD R% WPITING A PER-
S epual, LETTER TO FPRESIDEMT MIXOM “ITHIN THE HNEXT DAY OR TvO,
(COPY .OF HENORANDUﬁ SENT BY QEPARPATE. MISSACE),  HE CONCLUDED
CRBY BEGTING EMOTIONALLY THAT PPESIDENT NIXOM {POT BE INFLUENCED
CIN any wAY BY PRESIDENT THIEUW'S FUTURE, SUT RATHER BY COM-
SIDEEATIONS WHICH wOULD BRSULT IM THY FUTURE OF OVER 17
SMILLIen. AO”TH‘VI’TN“”VQ“ PEOPLE . HE SAID HE WAS PREPARED TO
FACE THE wORST, BUT TQﬁ H= CGULD ROT COVPROMISI THE INTEPESTS
O“ HES PEOPLE. _ ' ;

I wAMTED YOU Tb‘HﬁVE THIS INITIAL PRPOPT WHICH ONLY PARTIALLY

COVERS WHAT WAS A PROLOMCEN, NICHLY GHADEED AND MOST SIGNTFICANT

WEETING, T PECOSMIZE THST THIC REPOPT WILL SESULT IN GREAT
DISATPNINTENT THIRT, THET Tarv AT MAND TS TO CORAIDES M0ST
CARTTULLY WHFPE WE €O FROY HERE, INDOUSTERLY, WE CAN PPOCTTD
CPNILATERALLY MITH EITHER OF THI COURTER PROPOSILS AND ]
BFLINUT THS JUSTIFICATION MAS DITY MADE FOR 148 TO DO £0.
HOUTVER CTHR GUTEOWE OF SUQH AQTTON NET OF MOST AAREFULLY
COMOIDVRED . IM MY VIEW IT “ILL 0P cOULD WELL BRIMC pBODT
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THE COLLAPOR OF HIRen PﬂV”pnr Y. T DID NAT aANMTIQIPATE
THS DECPER OF "l"s"'Tf"I’J“""""""'l-'ﬂ nereite TUE ¥OoMTHSe oF
‘N'{".'.'IT M?D E“ r\(‘r vth“(’):- (1 ;Q fs(‘TI\J“P 0\! ls cv""nT*"r")r"n ,-J:";;:‘Apf;
T{"‘!,"\’ﬁ C,\'”'Ct"f‘, ,\ r‘(‘l‘) Ar&t"r‘ I-l rﬁ,’\np‘rf\"‘ﬂnm-””]-r‘( npr'ur*?-{'c'p
ANY PATIONALE AMALYCIS DE THT CQUTER DAQRPOCAL & 1 CAPPICD
MITH BE, THERE IS M0 DOQUST THAT WF #neT MOw FIRET DEOTINE
VAMTO PROCEED AT THW NEXT PepIe CHGCICMN AMD MOUT ACCOPDTINALY
TO RTADMIST PROVETLY 0UR GUIRALL PRLATIONEYTNE UITH THINN,
MTOHPET O MOUT DECTATUTLY, TO WITVET wITHATAY QUPPGRT FROM 1]
A" PO OREAPILD ARTACIL ROTIH TURCUSY O aCTIONS IN PARIS AND o
POROTONERNT COMMIMNICATION TG T PERSTRENT TO THIEY, AT THIC
POINT TOTEMD T FAUSE TUT LATTYD e0rmeT, TINaLLY, I w0uLD
CAVTTON YOU THAT THT OyM. wNa0masm s ﬂ?ﬂ"ﬁ"bnhgT?Ly-nQﬁg NOT
TN ATV MAY QAPTERE THT PEAL TUPDST L7 THITNTS aRRIWENTE, THIE D50
[ 0PPEaIyT aMn L ACED CITH DHQY S L aNtars, THITUE ARRIWENTS
WERE VEIEPECTINLPY "ANT LARCE AND QIUQIN OF POLEMIC, HE IS
v’\Tr\'?—(f")"I()\tA"\Iv v“HIrlH’i-r A‘H‘r) /\.ln AO?DTHEHFI‘J: P?O!‘T . .
MHAT LIFS aREAD, - | g ' Lo e
nean po or‘/\nrtm "[‘uw nows ., 1 wisy T"i T hf"]’?f“ THAT WUAT
THIEN Jo nwcov~gwn1uh_vnv 6T YOI nEuT eF EFI0M IS TO
ADTHEOE TO THE CUN PRDPOSAL OUTLIMED T THIIR MEMQRANMOIS OF
”““T“”“““IS; THITH INSTETS THE AFTIR TUT PRESIDTNY 1AL
FCTION THT CCUERNMENT DI OMPOSED OF THT YaRTIOUS POLITICAL
VﬁCliW““ I8 PROPORTICN TC THE POPILAD WOTE THEY PECRIVE AT
THAT TLECTION. THIEY CHAPACTIRIZED THIS AS AN CLTCTED .
(RALITION CQUIRNVENT, FURTHSDMGPT . | WaNT YOI' TO RE AMARE
THAT A7 THE ONTEET -OF THT Wi TIyc, I VITHOPZW oLl THOSE
CYRRIANTR OF THR COMSTITUEUT ACC LY ALTERMATIVUS w4qicH
'”“pl”'ﬂ PLECTION QF THT pOSnIpeyy oy THE CONSTITUEMNT
AZECUE Y, WHILE THIE™ prmuosTonh THIE CHaMeg CG“?LETELY,
IT “aDE LITTLE DISFERENCE 70 U8 eONTOXT OF WHAT 16 AN
1'\"'14"“‘]“("?"1[' pm—*rT]-,-).‘ ARM BT ol N SR SIS IR cTo R T ta le T’ff: (MF”T
O THT COQQEuuITTYRS eVaTeEn TN Yare To HATE 37 wurpy I
DEETIUTN nvc'T NETOPE TUE MTSTINR ' ) -~
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